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December 18, 2003

Clayton Wong's Notes

Rotary Market Report: Berlyn Hinazumi wasin theroom, and the Dow isup about 130 points!

Christmas Party: The membership generally discussed the Christmas Party last Thursday,
and how super it was. Much thanks is due Bridgette Adams, Tri Nguyen, and Sam
Shenkus, who flagged down Rotarians off of Kalanianaole Highway. Sam had a sad
dollar on account of that shedid not get picked up off the highway during the Christman
Party!

Significant Happy Dollars: DaveBerry contributed $100to R. I. on behalf of Ed Ulery, whois
in thehospital. President Tony informed the member ship that Ed Ulery sendstheclub
and its members his very best regardins. Even while he'sin the hospital, Ed is still
working on Rotary business. President Tony also asked the member ship if they could
house Ed’s two daughter s from out of town until 01 January 2004.

Rotohomes. President Tony reported that our Fiji project isunder way.

Ambassadorial Scholarship: President Tony reported that Gwenette Higa is forming a
committee for the next batch of ambassadorial scholars. Moreto follow.

Toysfor Tots: Toys were collected and distributed under the Christmastree. Thanksto all
who contributed to thisfine cause.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing: Itsthis Saturday, so show up!

Guest Speaker: Mr. Kim Taylor Reece, renowned photogr apher, spoke at our meeting.
Kim is celebrating his 25" anniversary as a photographer. Asan artist, hetriesto get
the viewer out of the everyday world and into the realm of imagination. He started
photographing kahiko (ancient) hula dancersas material for hispaintings. He made a
few posters of the photographs and therest is history. Kim has published three books,
and not all of them are about hula dancers! He hasbeen photographing ballet dancers
over thepast year, and hissecond book, Wahine, isa celebration of women. Interestingly,
women purchase the book more than men do! See page three>>>
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for Tots were collected. Wally Young in foreground, and
George Saunter in the background.
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Guest Speaker: Mr. Kim Taylor Reece, renowned photographer, spoke at our
meeting. Kim iscelebrating his 25" anniver sary asa photographer. Asan artist, he
triesto get the viewer out of the everyday world and into the realm of imagination.
Hestarted photogr aphing kahiko (ancient) huladancer sasmaterial for hispaintings.
Hemadeafew postersof the photographsand therest ishistory. Kim haspublished
threebooks, and not all of them areabout huladancers! Hehasbeen photographing
ballet dancers over the past year, and his second book, Wahine, is a celebration of
women. Interestingly, women purchase the book morethan men do!

Kim lives and works near Sacred Falls. His home/gallery is open to the public
Thursdays through Saturdays, with the help of an assistant from BYUH. He has
also just established a website, after three tries. Kim said he had a heart attack
about a year ago, and this helped him to refocus hislife. He now does mor e shows
abroad, likein Japan and Switzerland, to promote Hawaii. Hisoverall missionisto
share Hawaii to the World.

Kim said he has been at photographing hula dancers so long that he now is
photographing the daughters of the dancers he initially photographed. He feels
that the dancers today are more comfortable with their art, since hula kahiko is
better known today. Kim speculated that at most one in 100 pictures is suitable
material for himtouse, and onceinthreetofour years, hecomesacrosstruly inspiring
material. He also said he does not have the dancer pose, rather, he photographs
themin action. It took him threeyearsto get therhythm of thedancefor photographic
purposes. During the early years, he got a lot of pictures of the backs of dancers
heads!

Kim is also color blind, but he views this as a blessing in hisart. Heisnot distracted by bright
colorsand thelike. Healso preferstowork in black and white, sincethismediaismoretimelessin
his opinion.

808 293-2000 fax 232-2057

53-866 Kamehama Hwy

Sacred Falls, HI 96717
www.KIMTAYLORREECE.COM

The Four-Way Test
Of the things we Think, Say and Do

1. Isit theTruth?
2. Isit Fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build Goodwill and
Better Friendships?

4. Will it be Beneficial to all
concerned?




MEMBERSHIP MINUTE
WHAT DOESROTARY MEAN TO ME?”
TRI NGUYEN

| was born and raised in Bangkok, Thailand and came to theis
lands as a student in 1970. | attended the University of Hawaii,
graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts and a major in architec-
ture. | practiced architecture for seven years and several of my
clients just happened to be restaurants. As my experience in de-
signing restaur antsgrew, my clientsrequested design assistancein
all the other creative elements of their interiors. Finally, the food
bug bit me! In 1983 | opened my first restaurant, Little Cafe Siam
on 12th and Waialaeand in 1986, | opened Cafe Siam in the M akai
Market Food Court. It wasvery excitingto open theveryfirst Thai
food restaurant, offering high quality, in a fast food court in Ha-
waii. As Cafe Siam grew in business, | opened a second Makai
Market restaurant and today, Senor Pepe's offers fresh M exican foods. | then opened Columbia
Inn and currently operate thesethreerestaurants. | thought I’d betoo busy for Rotary, but I've
alwaysbelieved the successfactor of any businessisthe people. Rotary hashelped meto give back
to my community with many new friendsin the spirit of fellowship. My son is studying medieval
history and weweretalking about the Code of Chivalry. The CodeisTobeFair- ToBeHonest- To
be Generous- To Giveto the Poor and | was so struck with the similarity to our Rotary 4-Way
Test. It felt really good to be able to talk with my young son about our Rotarian efforts and how
the Code of Chivalry isnot just part of the history of the 1500's. | am very proud of being a
Rotarian and | deeply appreciate the synergy of ideas, fellowship and striving together towards
our common goal to share and give.

Every week Clayton Wong managesto squeeze time out of a busy scheduleto take notes of
the meeting and take pictures. Hethen sendshismaterial tothe
editor of the Tiki Wa'Ha in such complete form that thereis
littlework left to put the bulletin in proper form.

Another outstanding addition to
the bulletin is the Member ship
Minute, created by Sam Shenkus.
Sam does the interviewing and
Clayton takesthe photos. It isa
pleasure to be able to work with
Sam and Clayton.




