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MEMBERSHIP MINUTE
“WHAT DOES ROTARY MEAN TO ME?”
SUE ANN LEE

| wasbornand raised in Honolulu, graduated from Roosevelt High School
and then attended the University of Hawaii at Manoa. | graduated in
1972 with aBachelorsDegreein Education, but sinceno onewashiring
except my husband to-be, | had to get really creativeabout my career. As
a newly-wed | accompanied my girlfriend to take the Federal Service
Entrance Exam and, on a whim, | also took the test. Since thiswas an
exam for management type positions, when | found out | had passed, |
applied for tonsof jobs. | wasfinally accepted into an inter nship program
il ‘M at Fort Shafter in Personnel, then promoted serveral timesand remained
at Fort Shafter for nineyears. In 1981 | left the security of the federal
government for the securitiesindustry when | becamethe Office M anager of my husband’sfinan-
cial planning firm. In 1986 | was a separated career woman, so | went back to the University of
Hawaii tostudy in their Executive M BA program and major in my favoritehobby of photography.In
1988, with my shiny new MBA. | joined thefamily business, Chock’s. | wanted to support my two
brotherswho had only experienced thefamily businesswhileexpanding thevisibility of Chock’sin
the community. As a board member of the Retail Merchants of Hawaii, | met Ethel Ching and
“that’sall shewrote.” | still remember really laughingalot at Tony Wong'sfunny commentsduring
thevery first Rotary meeting | attended with Ethel. Another good friend of minewanted metojoin
hisRotary Club of Honolulu, but when | told Ethel about Bill Gleason’s offer, Ethel told me* No
Way, you haveto join the Rotary Club of AlaMoana!” It’s always niceto be wanted and | have
alwaysfelt that my fellow Rotariansreally careabout each other. Duringavery challenging period
inmy life, | still remember Ethel and so many of my fellow Rotariansprovidingalot of strength and
support. Asavery busy real estate professional, our Rotary lunches are a welcome break in the
madness of my day. Asa Rotarian, | enjoy seeing the benefitsthat Rotary offersto young people
and how wer eally can changeliveswith our commitment to service.

Footnote: Our HBA Interact Club hasbeen collectingempty printer ink cartridgestoraise money
for thisproject. Aswaspreviousy requested, please collect your empty ink cartridgesand givethem
toaNew Gener ationscommitteemember. TheHBA Interactor swould greatly appreciatethis!
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The Four-Way Test
Of the things we Think, Say and Do

1. Isit the Truth?
2. Isit Fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build Goodwill and
Better Friendships?

4. Will it be Beneficial to all
concerned?




Notes and Photos by Clayton Wong

1. Market Report: Berlyn Hinazumi reported that the market was so-so. It finished down
4.52 points from yesterday’s close.

2. District Assembly: President-elect Milton and President Tony announced that this year’s
district assembly will be held on 10 April 2004 at Kapiolani Community College. All
incoming club officers and committee chairs are urged to attend. The assembly will provide
information to assist in kick-starting our programs for 2004-2005. New members are also
urged to attend. The assembly will provide a good overview of the many facets of Rotary.

3. Club Assembly: President Tony announced that our next club assembly will be on 29 April
2004 at L’'Uraku Tower.

4, District Conference: The conference will be on 7 — 9 May 2004. More information to
follow.
5. Guest Speaker: Sate Senator Norman Sakamoto, Chair of the

Senate Committee on Education spoke to our club today about
current education legislation and initiatives.

Senator Sakamoto said that there are essentially two major bills
being considered this year. First, thereisthe Omnibus bill. This
bill recognizes the current state of high school education and that
there is a shortage of educators. The approach is to improve the
educatorswe already have. Thisbill will assign teaching resour ces
where they are most needed, instead of allocated by student
headcount. It will also provide more money for textbooks,
establish a teacher certification program, and establish a principal training program.
Guidelines for instructor accountability will also be established. The bill will also attempt
to correct the DAGS — DOE conflict, since more dollars will be furnished to the principals
in an attempt to streamline the process.

Senator Sakamoto said that the Governor favors local school boards and an accountability
commission. This would create 7 Department of Educations. A special election on 01
June 2005 would be necessary to approve this revision. Senator Sakamoto said he was
not a proponent of referendum — He fears that if this was established in Hawaii, we may
become like California expending major dollars supporting both sides of a referendum.
He prefers empowering the elected officials to study the issues and make good judgment
for the community at-large.

On arelated but not legislative note, Senator Sakamoto mentioned a jointventure between
the military and the public schools to improve education. This approach provides help
instead of just criticism. Thereisa similar push to establish a private business partner ship
with the 42 school complexes to do the same. His philosophy is that “the community we
livein isthe community we need to support.” He thought it would be wonderful if our club
could assist McKinley Complex in this manner through Interact.



