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“WHAT DOESROTARY MEANTOME?’
EDFONG By Sam Shenkus

| wasborn and raised in Honolulu, graduated from M cKinley High School and attended the
University of Hawaii at Manoa. My initial ideawasto study engineering, but | found that the
world of businesswasmuch moreinter esting. During my freshman year, | alsoworked part-
timeat the UH Bookstore on campusand then | started a second part-timejob asthe book-
keeper for Ka’'leo, the UH student newspaper. Themorel studied, thegreater my focusgrew on
the elements of a successful career. | also noticed that an Accounting Degree wasa very
common educational thread woven into the achievementsof most successful businesspeople.
Inmy junior year, | had aterrificopportunity towork part-timefor theBank of Hawaii in their
check clearing proof department. | really enjoyed thisjob, despitethe’5:00pm-9:00pm M onday
thru Friday wor k schedule, and waspromoted to supervisor inmy senior year. | graduated with
aBachelor of Accounting degreein 1962 and wor ked for local CPA firmsto get experience. In 1965, | passed the national
CPA examination, becameacertified CPA and joined thefirm of Leong & Leong. In 1966, | becameapartner at thefirm and
in 1967 | married my schoolteacher fiancee. In 19791 returned to UH Manoato earn my M aster sof BusinessAdministra-
tion. In 1980 my CPA firm becamelL eong & Fongandin 19811 graduated with an MBA.

However, from my daysat M cKinley totoday, | havealwaysbeen involved in community serviceand wasvery activeinthe
Jayceesuntil | becamea* Jaycee Rooster” at 36 yearsof age. My children’sgodfather, CK Huang, wasa member of the
Rotary Club of Waikiki and sold meon thegreatnessof Rotary. However, thiswasin 1975and | didn’t liveor work inthe
Waikiki district. Leong & L eongwaslocated on Ward Ave., but on the*“wrongside” of Ward tomeet thedistrict criteriafor
theAlaM oana Club. Clarence Tam wasmy hard wor king sponsor and heaobtained adistrict exemption and | becamea
grateful member of theAlaMoana Club in 1975 AsaRotarian, oppor tunitiesto servemy community and lear n about the
needsof my neighbor shave greatly expanded my life. Working with theyoung peoplein Interact hashelped meto stay
connected with the ener gy of youth and be a better grandfather. Asa Rotarian, | can live each day wtih my per sonal
conviction that “ Serviceto humanity isthebest work of life”.

Glenn Tsumura" pinning" our newest
member, Garret Takatga
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On 13 May 2004, thel nteract Club of Hawaii Baptist Academy
joined our club for our weekly lunch meeting. Sixteen (16) of
their member s (current officersand seniors) alongwith their
two (2) faculty advisors, Ms. Cathy Bankston and Ms. Amy
Fessenden attended. They told usabout someof thehigh points
of their year. Community Service —wise, they discussed the
Salvation Army Kettle Drive, Pauoa Stream Clean-up, Pahole
Rare Plant Nursery, and visiting residents at a local nursing
home. They alsotold usabout their experienceat RYLA and
theAnnual I nteract Convention. Finally, awar dsthey received
at the Interact Convention wer e presented to them. Both of
the faculty advisor s were also presented with a year-end gift
fromour club.

L-R: Glenn Tsumura, and Faculty Advisor s, Cathy Bankston
and Amy Fessenden

The Four-Way Test
Of the things we Think, Say and Do

[

Isit the Truth?
2. Isit Fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build Goodwill and
Better Friendships?

4.  Will it be Beneficial to all
concerned?




Co-PresidentsMarcNakamuraand MelissaBenz. Marc
wasaHRYF scholar ship recipient thisyear, and M elissa
will bereturning next year as Co-President of the HBA
I nteract Club.

Footnote: Thelnteract Club of Hawaii Baptist Academy isscheduled to havea member recruiting
luncheon meeting on 18 May 2004 , 12:00 noon — 1:00 pm, at Ms. Bankston’s classroom, and
we'reinvited. Thiswill bethelast I nteract meeting of the 2003-2004 year, so plan on attending!

Wealsoinducted anew member duringthelunch meeting! Garrett Takatawasinducted by President
Tony, and hissponsor, Glenn Tsumura, “ pinned” him. Pleasemakeit apoint to per sonally welcome
Garrett toour club duringthenext few weeks.




