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MEMBERSHIPMINUTE
“WHAT DOESROTARY MEANTO ME?’

Dave Berry By Sam Shenkus

| wasliterally bornintothehospitality industry in Toledo, Ohio at the CommodorePerry Hotdl.
When | wastill ababy, my Dad wasabellboy at the Commodor ePerry and hemoved thefamily
intothishote tolive. My Dad wor ked very hard, kept getting promoted tobigger hotelsand my
sister wasborn seven yearslater at the Roosevelt Hotel in Pittsburgh. Weloved being hotel
brats, moved to Chicago and then in 1946, Dad becamethe General Manager of two L osAngeles
hotels. Tothisday, | still lovetobragthat at 11 yearsold, my first girlfriend wasanother 11 year
old, actressMaragret O’'Brien. My lovelifewasfleeting asDad went back to Chicago, then
Pennsylvaniawherel graduated from Central High School in Scranton in 1955. | attended
Cornell University, majored in hotel management and wasthefirst in my family to graduate
from collegewith aBachelor Degreein Hotel Administration in 1959. | entered the Navy’ s Officer Candidate school and
was commissioned in 1960 as an Ensign managing officers clubs and bachelor offices quartersat the New L ondon
SubmarineBasein Connecticut. By 19631 had fufilled my obligation, left the Navy asa Lieutenant and began my hotel
career asthe General Manager of the HawksBill Beach Hotel in Antigua, British West Indies. In 1965 | becamethe
General Manager of YumaArizona'sleading hotel, theYumaHoliday | nn, and waswar mly welcomed by theRotary Club of
Yuma. My fondest Rotarian memory of that club wasbeing Santafor our annual Christmas Eve community pr oj ect of
takingfood and giftsintothebarriosof Mexico. In 1968, | waspromoted toa property in Massachusettsand joined the
Rotary Club of L eominister. However, in 19701 wasoffered the position of Director of Club Operationsfor theU.S. Army
and doveintothisvery challenging Pentagon based job. | traveled alot in thisposition, met MaryAnn for thefirst time
whilel wasvisiting Fort Shafter and we enjoyed keepingin touch. In 19711 wasfeatured on thecover of I nstitutions
magazineasaleader in thehospitality industry and in 1972 M aryAnn relocated to the Pentagon. I n 1974, MaryAnn and
| weremarried, | left my Army management position to begin my consulting businessand ser veasthe Department Head of
theHotd & Travel Department at M ontgomery Collegein Maryland. Oneof my biggest projectswasthedevelopment of a
50-acreresort containing a 250 room Sher aton Hotel, a 100 room motel, a freestanding nightclub and two freestanding
restaurantsin historical Surbirdg Villagein M assachusetts. In 19831 added atravel agency to my consulting business
and then joined theRotary Club of Bailey’sCrossroadsin 1985. Thiswasthefir st timethat my member ship wastotally
based on wanting to bea Rotarian and in 1993, | had the gr eat opportunity to becomea charter member of the
Rotary Club of West Potomac with MaryAnn. As the charter President of this club, we pulled together
and achieved terrific community service projects. In the club’s first five years, we won 28 District and
International Awards. In 2001, we decided to retire in Hawaii and my District Governor sent a letter
to several Oahu Rotary Club Presidents. Our DG forgot to include our contact address and phone
information in his letter, yet we got a call from President Chris Worrall who had taken the time to
track us down with a personal invitation to join the Ala Moana Club. Over the years, we had always
enjoyed making up at Ala Moana and when we became members, the fellowship and friendship of the
club really helped me to look forward to our Thursday lunch meetings. | just love New Generations,
workingwith RY LA and I nteractor sand being constantly inspired by our young people. | am very proud tobeaRotarian
and excited about afutureof serviceabovesaf with my friendsand my lovely bride.
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AUGUST PROGRAMS

12th

MaileKanemaru
Weed & Seed Program

1%th
John Garibaldi
Hawaii Superferry
26th

Ronald M cDonald House
Speaker to benamed
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Weekly Meeting Highlights

Weagain dined at theAlaM oanaHotel on 05August 2004
for our regular weekly meeting, but remember, wearemeeting at
the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii for our 12 August 2004
meeting—Mark your calendars. Highlightswereasfollows:

This Week’sAla M oana Rotary “Marathon Man”: He
doeseverything! Our own, Jody Kadokawadid theprayer, inspi-
ration, introductions, and pledgetoday! Unreal! Actually, his
inspirational piece wasvery interesting. It wasastory about a
truck stuck beneath an overpass. Seemsthetruck’sheight was
18 feet but the space beneath the over passwasdlightly lessthan
that. All theexpertsweretryingtofigureout how to get thetruck
out when a kid came by offering a solution for five bucks. The
expertspaid him off, and the solution wasgiven. Solution: Let
someair out of thetires. Jody’spoint wasthat the optimal solu-
tion sometimescomesfrom unexpected quarters.
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Our Marathon Man, Jody Kadokawa.

The Four-Way Test
Of the things we Think, Say and Do

1. Isit the Truth?
2. Isit Fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build Goodwill and
Better Friendships?

4.  Will it be Beneficial to all
concerned?




New Weekly Meeting Billing System: President Milton announced that a system for collecting
funds by pre-payment or at the door isbeing developed. Thefeefor payment at the door will be
some*“round number” tosimplify thecollection process. Pre-payment planswould beslightly less
expensive to account for the actual costs. President Milton added that theintent isnot to collect
moremoney than incurred costs, but weneed to figureout somethingsimple. Moretofollow.

Member ship Development M eeting: President Milton announced that District 5000 (Hal Dar cy)
will beholdingamember ship development meeting tomor row evening (06 August 2004), at theNuuanu
YMCA. If you signed up, please show up!

Theweekly meeting gang checkingin at thefront tablebefor ethe meeting.

AlaMoanaRotary Pool Party: Therewill beapool party at Daveand Mary Ann Berry’s
condominium on 18 August 2004. Thesign-up sheet isout, so sign-up and let’sgo swimming! Or
per haps, cocktailsnext to the pool may be mor eto someof our liking.

Pahole Endangered Hawaiian Plants Nursery: This service project will be on 28 August
2004. Thoseinterested are urged to sign up early so that transportation accommodations (to the
parkingarea, and up tothenursery) can bearranged. Therewill beavariety of serviceopportuni-
ties, depending on how adventuroustheindividual volunteer is. TheHawaii Baptist Academy I nter-
act Club isalso participating in thisservice project. Wewill likely affix our signage to one of the
buildingsto designatethisproject asour Rotary Centenial Project. Sign up and comeout!




Guest Speaker: Rod Haraga, Director of the State of Hawaii Department of Transportation,

spoke to our club today. Rod was born and raised in Hawaii but left for the mainland in 1961. He’s
been away for about 40 years, and is happy to be back in his Palolo Valley stomping grounds.

Guest Speaker, Rod Haraga, with Valri Murata.

Rod started his presentation by stating that there is no solution to Hawaii’s traffic problem — There will
always be traffic! To address future traffic congestion, control of Hawaii’s land use ordinance must be
employed — If we allow people to build in areas, there will be traffic. He added that there are a number
of measures being taken to alleviate the traffic congestion and these are as follows:

Lunalilo On-Ramp Demonstration Project: State DOT is spending about $200,000 to temporarily
close the Lunalilo on-ramp.

They feel this will avoid vehicles using the freeway as a “express way” — Getting on the free-
way then taking the next off ramp. They estimate that the closing of this on ramp will save
travelers about 8 minutes.

Nimitz Highway Contra-Flow: This project was put into place a while back at a price of $1
million, and it saves commuters between 15 and 20 minutes of travel time.

Freeway Ramp Metering: This scheme controls the amount of vehicles accessing the freeway at
any one time. This will avoid vehicles already on the freeway from having to brake for on-
coming traffic. This system is already used extensively on the mainland.

Freeway Service Patrol: Tow trucks will be patrolling the freeways 6 days per week and assist-
ing stalled vehicles. This program will be at no additional cost to the public and will be funded
from Hawaii’'s gas tax fund.

Re-synchronizing City Stoplights: The State the City are currently coordinating efforts to get this
done.
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Guest speaker Rod Haraga at thepodium

Additional ground transportation subject cover ed wer e
M oanalua Freeway re-pavement proj ect.
Waimalu L ane Expansion.

Afternoon contra-flow lanes.

SateTransportation Task Force: The Gover nor hasassembled a committeeof legislators,
council persons, and theliketo brainstorm possibletransportation solutionsfor thefuture.
Interesting, the primary solution currently issome sort of rail system. Unfortunately, the
pricetagon thissort of system isestimated to beabout $2.5 billion, not including the cost of

thevehicles. Themaintenance of thissort of system isestimated to be about $20 million per
year.

Rod also touched upon other aspectsof transportation. First, heannounced that a*“ super ferry”
system isseriously being contemplated for inter-island transportation, asthelocal airlines move
towardslonger flights. Aferry systemisanticipated by late-2006, but about $130 million of har bor
improvementswill be necessary to accommodatethe system. On arelated note, it isestimated that
Honolulu Har bor will beout of spaceby 2007. Theharbor and supportinginfrastructureneedstobe
expanded desperately. I1n addition, theneighbor isand harborsneed even morework!

Rod added that our airportsneed alot of work aswell. Duringthe heavy rainsearlier thisweek,
numerousleakssprungfromtheroofs! Inaddition, weneed anew I nternational Terminal Building
totakebetter careof our visitors, our primary source of income. It hasbeen about 20 yearssince

thelast major airport renovation project and the new terminal building may cost as much as $1
billion tobuild



