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21 October 2004 

 
Membership Moment 

"What Does Rotary Mean to Me?" 
By Sam Shenkus 

 

 
One of our newest members and this week’s 

feature, Garret Takata. 
 
I was born and raised in Honolulu, attended 
Kahala Elementary and Kalani High School. 
I worked at the Del Monte Cannery during 
my high school summer breaks. It was hard, 
smelly work and I knew that I didn't want a 
factory job later in life. I graduated from 
Kalani in 1972 and attended the University 
of Hawaii Manoa with a major in Business 
Management. I enjoyed my classes and 
made many new friends, but when I joined 
the Phi Kappa Pi Fraternity in my junior 
year, I really started enjoying the social side 
of college life. However, I also remember 
being a Pledge and the "Fear Factor" stuff I 
had to eat during fraternity initiations to 
become a Phi Kappa Pi member. When I 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Management in 1977, the job 
market was very challenging since I was 
considered to be a generalist without a 
specialty in a particular field. My first job was 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in the Steward 
Department. I didn't know that this job would 
entail cleaning the banquet facilities and 
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found a new job at the Servco Consumer 
Loans Department within three months. 
After joining Servco, I also went back to UH 
to earn a Masters degree in Finance to 
develop a specialty. In 1981, I received my 
MBA and had been promoted to Branch 
Manager Servco Moililii. In 1983, I was 
promoted to Assistant VP of the Servco 
Equipment Leasing Division, which 
specialized in copiers, fax machines and 
computers sold by Servco. In 1987, I got 
married and became a dad when my first 
daughter was born in 1989 and then my 
second daughter was born in 1990. Servco 
sold my leasing division to Commercial 
Credit Corp. in 1996, who then sold it to GE 
Capital Hawaii, and I followed the portfolio in 
these acquisitions. In 2001, GE Capital 
closed their Hawaii offices and I joined City 
Bank as the Vice President/ Leasing 
Department Manager. Due to the levels of 
regulations and required documentation in 
the banking industry, my transition into 
banking was a stimulating challenge. The 
recent merger of City Bank and Central 
Pacific Bank has been another challenge, as 
well as an emotional roller coaster for the 
staff. Everyone was totally focused on 
stopping the take over, then after twelve 
months of focusing on being independent, 
the employees had to shift gears and work 
towards a successful merger. Since 
announcements have been made on who is 
staying with the merged bank and who is 
leaving, the atmosphere has become much 
more relaxed and I feel very fortunate that 
this merger is expanding my department. 
Since Central Pacific Bank did not have a 
leasing department, my team will work hard 
to create an even larger and better leasing 
department for the new bank and my title will 
be VP/ Leasing Manager for the combined 
bank.  I had considered joining Rotary when 
my daughter was active in the Punahou 

Interact Club, but the Monday morning 
meetings at the Honolulu Sunrise Club didn't 
work well with my schedule. My brother-in-
law Glenn Tsumura invited us to the Big 
Band Bash.  I had a great time and then 
came the big push from Tony Wong, Scott 
O'Brien and Jody Kadokawa to join the Ala 
Moana Club. I was very proud to join Rotary 
this year. As I have attended the meetings, 
I'm really enjoying the friendliness and 
diversity of our club, networking with fellow 
business people and having the opportunity 
to contribute to community service. I look 
forward to a future as a Rotarian and to 
getting to know each of you better over the 
years. 
 

TTTHHHEEE   CCCOOOMMMPPPAAANNNYYY   WWWEEE   KKKEEEEEEPPP   –––   SSSOOOMMMEEE   
FFFAAAMMMOOOUUUSSS   RRROOOTTTAAARRRIIIAAANNNSSS   

 
Dick Bento, World Class Runner and 
School Administrator, Hawaii – RC of Ala 
Moana 
 
Dave Berry, Youth Supporter and World 
Traveler, Hawaii – RC of Ala Moana 
 
Guido Carli, Fianace Minister, Ital - RC 
Rome 
 
Alcino Cardoso, Secretary of State, 
Portugal - RC Porto Douro 
 
Franco Carraro, Minister of Tourism, Italy - 
RC Rome 
 
Roger Chapelaine Midy,  painter - RC of 
Paris, France 
 
Max Cointreau, owner, Cointreau Liquors - 
RC of Paris, France 
 
Holly Compton, Nobel Prize winner in 
physics - RC of St Louis, MO 
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Weekly Meeting 

Highlights 
 

 
Kids Voting Hawaii:  You still have a 
chance to sign up for this project!  And we 
sure could use more help. 

NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Hawaii                          
 
 
We need volunteers to put up and take  
down the Kids Voting Hawaii banner on 
Election Day.  See the roster at the right for 
the obvious choices for the first and last time 
slot.  We also need help testing the 
computer equipment on 01 November 2004 
(just to see that the computer set-up can 
access the Kids Voting Hawaii website).  We 
will need to man the polling station at 
McKinley High School Cafetorium on 02 
November 2004 between 7:00 AM and 
6:00 PM. All we need to do is wait there 
until a student comes to vote, then point 
him to the computer polling station.  In 
the event the student does not have a 
token, we understand that extra tokens 
will be provided to us to furnish to the 
students.  Easy enough!  A sign-up sheet 
has been distributed the past two weeks, 
and it’s not too late to sign up!   So far we 
have the following volunteers: 
 
 

7:00 – 8:00 AM 
Hubert Chang, Richard Kagehiro 

(Additional Duties:  You guys get to hang the 
sign; also let the next group where the sign 

is) 
 

8:00 – 10:00 AM 
Ben Akana, Dick Bento, Butch Bukes 

(Additional Duties:  Let the next group know 
where the sign is) 

 
10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 

Stanley Togikawa, Berlyn Hinazumi, Syl 
Nakamura (Additional Duties:  Let the next 

group know where the sign is) 
 

12:00 Noon – 2:00 PM 
Steve Voigt, Ralph Mau, Craig Yoshikawa 
(Additional Duties:  Let the next group know 

where the sign is) 
 

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
Dave Berry, Mary Ann Berry, Candice 

Naito (Additional Duties:  Let the next group 
know where the sign is) 

 
4:00 – 6:00 PM 

Kris Westmoreland, Sam Shenkus, Ron 
Plumb (Additional Duties:  You guys get to 

bring in the sign – we need to return it to 
Linda Coble) 

 
 
 
 
 

Get out there and help! 
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Kaena Point Natural Area Reserve 
Service Project:  We have a rare 
opportunity to join HBA Interact Club in a 
visit to Kaena Point for a day of service 
tentatively rescheduled for 20 November 
2004, weather permitting of course.  So far 7 
HBA Interact Club members have signed up.  
So think about it and sign up. 
 
Quad-Athlete X:  Past-President Kristine 
Westmoreland was our star athlete this 
week!  Too bad, some of us were pulling for 
Immediate Past-President Tony to do a 
three-peat! 

 
Quad-Athlete X: Kris Westmoreland at last year’s 

Big Band Bash. 
 

So who will it be next week?  Will we have a 
surprise guest?  Stay tuned as the saga 
continues! 
 
Footnote:  Did you know that Kris will be 
one of our new Assistant District Governors 
next year?  Please congratulate Kris when 
you next see her. 
 
Centennial Project:  President Milton 
reported that our cast bronze sign has finally 
arrived!  All we need to do is find a suitable 
date and time to go up to Pahole for a day of 

service and to hang the thing on the wall!  
See Community Service Chair Victor Corpuz 
and President Milton for details. 
 
Guest Speaker:  Allen Chung from Best 
Places to Work spoke to our club today.  
Recall that Allen previously visited our club 
earlier in the year.  

 
Allen Chung from Best Places to Work – 26 

August 2004 visit. 
 
According to fellow member Stanton 
Haugen, Allen told us that the 
unemployment rate is down to 2.9 percent, 
and employee retention issues are 
becoming very important in a competitive 
employee market. 

 
 
 

TThhee  FFoouurr--WWaayy  TTeesstt  
Of the things we Think, Say and Do 

 
Is it the TTrruutthh? 
 
Is it FFaaiirr to all concerned? 
 
Will it build GGooooddwwiillll  and BBeetttteerr  FFrriieennddsshhiippss?                                    
 
Will it be BBeenneeffiicciiaall  to all concerned? 
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AAAnnnnnnuuuaaalll   BBBooobbb'''sss   HHHaaawwwaaaiiiiiiaaannn   SSStttyyyllleee   
CCChhhiiiccckkkeeennn   SSSaaallleee   

at 
CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

on 
22 January 2005 

 
Fundraiser for: 

 
 ROTARY CLUB OF ALA MOANA, 
LUNALILO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

BAND, & 
HAWAII BAPTIST ACADEMY INTERACT 

CLUB 
 
The Central Middle School location has 
been confirmed and tickets will be available 
to Rotarians, Interactors and Lunalilo 
Elementary School before Thanksgiving to 
generate additional gift giving sales during 
the holidays.  
 

 
The proverbial “chicken gauntlet” from last year. 

 
 
This date has been selected to maximize the 
potential sales for the day before the 
Sunday, January 23 NFL Play-off Games in 
both the AFC/NFC for the Superbowl and to 

not interfere with the HBA Athletic Boosters 
Chicken Sale February 5.   
 
Since all the profits from Rotarian ticket 
sales can be designated to either HRYF or 
Paul Harris, this fundraiser is a great 
combination of fellowship and community 
service. As in previous years, all profits from 
the Lunalilo Elementary School Band and 
Interact Club tickets will go directly to them 
after all GET taxes have been paid by our 
club treasurer.  

The bagging crew from last year. 
 
 
Sign Up sheets for the two chicken shifts will 
be at our meetings in December and tickets 
will be distributed to all members in early 
November. As in previous years, all 
members will be given 15 tickets @ $7.50 
face value, for a total of $112.50. Each 
member can determine if their profits will be 
applied to their annual HRYF or Paul Harris 
contribution.  Members can give tickets 
away as holiday stocking stuffers, gifts to 
employees and friends and are always 
welcome to add on to their 15 ticket 
allocation. 
 
Mahalo for your support of this Rotary Club 
of Ala Moana tradition! 
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Support Youth Services and 

New Generations – Our 
Investments in Our Future. 

 

  

 
 
 

“The communication gap between all 
peoples can be bridged through Youth 
Exchange, Interact, the Rotary 
Foundation, and correspondence and 
personal contact between districts, 
clubs, and individual Rotarians in 
different countries.” 
 
Past Rotary International President William 
E. Walk, Jr. 1970-71 
Bridge the Gaps, THE ROTARIAN, July 
1970 
  
 
 

 Get out there and help! 
 
   
   

UUUPPPCCCOOOMMMIIINNNGGG   EEEVVVEEENNNTTTSSS   
 
 
28 Oct. 2004 Weekly Lunch Meeting (speaker 

tbd) 
 
01 Nov. 2004 HBA Interact Meeting No. 05 

(12:30 PM) 
 
02 Nov. 2004 Kids Voting Hawaii – Election 

Day 
 
 Board Meeting (12:00 Noon) 
 
04 Nov. 2004 Weekly Lunch Meeting (George 

Berish) 
 
13 Nov. 2004 Maui Interact Leadership 

Conference 
 
16 Nov. 2004 HBA Interact Meeting No. 06 

(12:15 PM) 
 
18 Nov. 2004 Weekly Lunch Meeting (Herb 

Orr) 
 
20 Nov. 2004 Kaena Point Service Project 

(tentative) 
 
04 Dec. 2004 Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
 
09 Dec. 2004 Weekly Lunch Meeting (Steve 

Seiler – DLNR Forestry Div.) 
 
 
11 Dec. 2004 Christmas Party (Nuuanu Onsen 

Tea House) 
 
15 Jan. 2005 District President’s Workshop 
 
22 Jan. 2005 Chicken Sale 
 
22-23 Jan. 2005 RYLA Camp - Oahu 
 
01 Apr. 2005 Hiroshima Sister Club 10th 

Anniversary 
 
09 Apr. 2005 Big Band Bash 
 
28 Apr. 2005 Administrative Professional’s 

Day Lunch 
 
27-29 May 2005 District 5000 Conference (Turtle 

Bay) 
 
07 Oct. 2006 HRYF 30th Anniversary 
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Oct. 2004: Vocational Service Month 
 
Nov. 2004: Rotary Foundation Month 
     01-07:   World Interact Week. 
     15:   Presidential Celebration on 

Community Concerns. 
 
Dec. 2004: Family Month 
     11:   Presidential Celebration on 

Literacy. 
 
Jan. 2005: Rotary Awareness Month 
     08:   Presidential Celebration on 

Youth Programs. 
 
Feb. 2005: World Understanding Month 
     18-25:  International Assembly. 
     23:   Rotary’s 100th Anniversary. 
 
Mar. 2005: 
     07-13:   World Rotaract Week 
     19:   Presidential Celebration on 

Health Concerns. 
 
April 2005: Centennial Volunteers Month 
     09:   Presidential Celebration on 

Literacy. 
     30:   Presidential Celebration on 

Vocational Ethics. 
 
May 2005: 
     07:   Presidential Celebration of 

Every Rotarian, Every 
Year/Future of Rotary. 

 
June 2005: Rotary Fellowships Month 
     17-18:   International Institute. 
     18-22:   R. I. Centennial Convention. 

 

 

October - Vocational Service 

When professionals join a Rotary club, they do so 
as a representative of their particular business or 
profession. This gives Rotarians the dual 
responsibility of representing their vocation within 
the club and of exemplifying the ideals of Rotary 
within the workplace.  Vocational service focuses 
on: 

**Adherence to, and promotion of, the highest 
ethical standards in all occupations, including fair 
treatment of employers, employees, associates, 
competitors, and the public.  

**The recognition of the worthiness of  
useful occupations, not just your own or those 
that are pursued by Rotarians.  

**The contribution of your vocational talents to 
the problems and needs of society.  

**The values expressed in The 4-Way Test and 
the Declaration for Rotarians in Business and 
Professions, which promote high ethical 
standards in the workplace, a central theme of 
Rotary throughout its history. 

 
District Rotaract Representative Katja Silvera 

with Ed Fong.  See her letters and ad at the end 
of this bulletin.  We’re trying to get her to one of 
our meetings to inform us of Rotaract’s projects. 



 
 

 
 
 
TO:  All Presidents of the Rotary Clubs of District 5000 
 
CC:  Mr. Claude Thompson, District Governor, Rotary, District 5000 
 
RE: District Wide Mentorship Program 
 
 

Honolulu, October 8, 2004 
 

Aloha,  

My name is Katja Silverå and I have been chosen by District Governor, Claude Thompson, as the District 
5000 Rotaract Representative.  As the District Representative it is my duty to be the link of communication 
not only between the three Rotaract clubs on the island, Hawai'i Pacific University (HPU), University of 
Hawaii (UH), and Chaminade University, but also between the three Rotaract clubs and the 41 Rotary clubs 
on Oahu. 
 
Because of this I am writing to you to explain, and ask you to be a part of, a program that the HPU Rotaract 
club created two years ago with it’s mother club West Honolulu Rotary Club (WHRC).  Because of its 
success, HPU Rotaract has chosen to bring it out for the other clubs to be a part of as well.   
  
The Mentorship Program is a program that grew out of the HPU student’s need in finding a mentor, and 
thereby a possible internship, within their field of interest.  In the past, students have been asked to provide 
HPU Rotaract club with a rèsumé and a cover letter stating which field interests them.  With the help of this 
information and with the information made available to us by WHRC of possible matches, students have 
interviewed with companies and found a match.  Due to the invaluable insights provided to the students, 
these mentors have been credited with exceptional knowledge and appreciation.  
 
I understand you may think, “What is in this for me?” or “What is in it for the community?”  I encourage 
you to joining me in this vocational program and including the future-Rotarians-to-be in your club.  This is 
not only the future of these students, but it is also the future of the Rotary.     
 
If you would like your club to be a part of this program, please contact me and I will be glad to share with 
you how this, with your help, can be achieved. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
Katja A. Silverå 
 
District 5000 Rotaract Representative 
E-mail: katjasilvera@yahoo.com 
Phone: (808) 428-3448 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Mentorship Program for 
Rotary and Rotaract 
 

• Give and Receive 
 

• Teach and Learn 
 

• Be an Inspiration and Be Inspired 
 

• Be a Link for the New Generation 
 

Not only is this the future for these students, but it is 
the future for the Rotary.  Please join in this vocational 
program and include the future-Rotarians-to-be in 
your club. 

 
 
 
For more information, please contact Katja Silverå, District 5000 Rotaract Representative, at (808) 428-
3448 or e-mail katjasilvera@yahoo.com. 
 

Mentorship 
Program 

 

  




